
Time line of the Maccabean Revolt and Concurrent Events

198 Judea becomes part of the Seleucid kingdom 
in the Fifth Syrian War. Onias III (2 Macc. 3:1-
40), son of Simon the Righteous, becomes High 
Priest.

174 Jason, brother of Onias, attempts to become 
High Priest by bribing Antiochus (2 Macc. 4:1-7).

171 Menelaus offers a bigger bribe to Antiochus 
in order to become High Priest (2 Macc. 4:23-26); 
Jason flees.

170 Onias murdered through the machinations of 
Menelaus (2 Macc. 4:30-38). Antiochus IV 
initiates the Sixth Syrian War.

167 Abomination of Desolation (Daniel 11:31): 
Antiochus Epiphanes sets up an idol in the 
Temple. Jews begin to rally behind the family of 
Mattathias (1 Macc. 2:27ff.). 

The Maccabean revolt begins. 

Mithridates of Parthia takes advantage of the 
Seleucid confusion to seize the strategic city of 
Herat; Antiochus leaves the handling of the 
Maccabees to Lysias and goes to war against the 
Parthians himself.

164 Antiochus dies of illness while on (successful) 
campaign against Parthia. Rededication of the 
Temple under Judah Maccabee. 

163 Lysias comes against the Maccabees with a 
vast army and elephants; Eleazar Maccabee dies 
in heroic attack (1 Macc. 6:42-46). Lysias lays 
siege to Jerusalem, but on hearing that one of his 
rivals is attempting to take advantage of Lysias's 
absence, Lysias offers Judah Maccabee peace 
terms: persecution of Jews for their faith and 
practice will end as long as they remain politically 
loyal to the Seleucids. Judah accepts. A split 

196 The city of Smyrna, threatened by Antiochus 
III, appeals to Rome for aid.

191 Rome and its allies defeat Antiochus III at 
Thermopylae and Corycus.

176 Antiochus IV Epiphanes ascends to the 
throne.

168 Roman army destroys the Macedonian army 
at Pydna. 

Antiochus IV is turned back in his invasion of 
Egypt by the ultimatum of Rome. A rumor spreads 
that he has died, and Jason attempts to overthrow 
Menelaus. Antiochus discovers this when 
returning and interprets it as a revolt (2 Macc. 
5:11-14). He begins a crackdown on non-
Hellenizing Jews (2 Macc. 6:1-12).

161 Antiochus V Eupator overthrown by 
Demetrius I Soter.



begins to develop between Hellenizing and 
Hebraic Jews, leading to civil war.

162 Alcimus is made High Priest by Demetrius I 
Soter.

160 Judah Maccabee killed in battle by combined 
forces of Hellenizing Jews and Selucid 
reinforcements sent by Demetrius I Soter. Hebraic 
remnant begins to rally around Jonathan 
Maccabee.

152 Civil war develops in the Seleucid kingdom 
between Demetrius II and Alexander Balas (later 
Alexander Epiphanes). Both sides seek an ally in 
Jonathan Maccabee; Jonathan temporizes, 
developing relations with both sides. Jonathan 
Maccabee appointed High Priest by Alexander 
Epiphanes (1 Macc. 10:15-20).

143 Jonathan Maccabee seized by the Seleucids. 
Simon Maccabee takes control of the rebel 
factions and the rebel army and the Seleucid army 
set to face off. A snowstorm intervenes, forcing 
the Seleucids to retreat; they execute Jonathan.

142 Civil war breaks out in the Seleucid kingdom 
again; both sides again attempt to get the help of 
the Jewish rebels. Simon Maccabee negotiates the 
independence of the Jewish people and the 
Hasmonean realm of Judea begins (1 Macc. 
14:41).

135 Simon Maccabee is murdered through the 
machinations of his son-in-law; his son John 
Hyrcanus becomes High Priest and ruler of the 
Hasmonean realm, but only by cutting deals with 
the Seleucid kingdom that effectively make the 
Hasmonean realm a puppet state.

128 Antiochus VII dies, and the Hasmonean realm 
again achieves independence. As it consolidates 
and expands, we see also the rise of the Pharisees.

146 Rome destroys Carthage.


